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To the Congress of the United States: 

 (Excerpt) VIII.

Let me refer again to the requested authority to employ the armed forces of the United States to 
assist to defend the territorial integrity and the political independence of any nation in the area 
against Communist armed aggression. Such authority would not be exercised except at the desire 
of the nation attacked. Beyond this it is my profound hope that this authority would never have to 
be exercised at all. 

Nothing is more necessary to assure this than that our policy with respect to the defense of the 
area be promptly and clearly determined and declared. Thus the United Nations and all friendly 
governments, and indeed governments which are not friendly, will know where we stand. 

If, contrary to my hope and expectation, a situation arose which called for the military application 
of the policy which I ask the Congress to join me in proclaiming, I would of course maintain 
hour-by-hour contact with the Congress if it were in session. And if the Congress were not in 
session, and if the situation had grave implications, I would, of course, at once call the Congress 
into special session. 

In the situation now existing, the greatest risk, as is often the case, is that ambitious despots may 
miscalculate. If power-hungry Communists should either falsely or correctly estimate that the 
Middle East is inadequately defended, they might be tempted to use open measures of armed 
attack. If so, that would start a chain of circumstances which would almost surely involve the 
United States in military action. I am convinced that the best insurance against this dangerous 
contingency is to make clear now our readiness to cooperate fully and freely with our friends of 
the Middle East in ways consonant with the purposes and principles of the United Nations. I 
intend promptly to send a special mission to the Middle East to explain the cooperation we are 
prepared to give. 

IX. 

The policy which I outline involves certain burdens and indeed risks for the United States. Those 
who covet the area will not like what is proposed. Already, they are grossly distorting our purpose. 



However, before this Americans have seen our nation's vital interests and human freedom in 
jeopardy, and their fortitude and resolution have been equal to the crisis, regardless of hostile 
distortion of our words, motives and actions. 

Indeed, the sacrifices of the American people in the cause of freedom have, even since the close 
of World War II, been measured in many billions of dollars and in thousands of the precious lives 
of our youth. These sacrifices, by which great areas of the world have been preserved to freedom, 
must not be thrown away. 

In those momentous periods of the past, the President and the Congress have united, without 
partisanship, to serve the vital interests of the United States and of the free world. 

The occasion has come for us to manifest again our national unity in support of freedom and to 
show our deep respect for the rights and independence of every nation -- however great, however 
small. We seek not violence, but peace. To this purpose we must now devote our energies, our 
determination, ourselves 


