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...If history teaches anything, it teaches self-delusion in the face of unpleasant facts is folly. We
see around us today the marks of our terrible dilemma--predictions of doomsday, antinuclear
demonstrations, an arms race in which the West must, for its own protection, be an unwilling
participant. At the same time we see totalitarian forces in the world who seek subversion and
conflict around the globe to further their barbarous assault on the human spirit. What, then, is our
course? Must civilization perish in a hail of fiery atoms? Must freedom wither in a quiet,
deadening accommaodation with totalitarian evil?

Sir Winston Churchill refused to accept the inevitability of war or even that it was imminent. He
said, "I do not believe that Soviet Russia desires war. What they desire is the fruits of war and the
indefinite expansion of their power and doctrines. But what we have to consider here today while
time remains is the permanent prevention of war and the establishment of conditions of freedom
and democracy as rapidly as possible in all countries."

Well, this is precisely our mission today: to preserve freedom as well as peace. It may not be easy
to see; but I believe we live now at a turning point.

In an ironic sense Karl Marx was right. We are witnessing today a great revolutionary crisis, a
crisis where the demands of the economic order are conflicting directly with those of the political
order. But the crisis is happening not in the free, non-Marxist West but in the home of Marxism-
Leninism, the Soviet Union. It is the Soviet Union that runs against the tide of history by denying
human freedom and human dignity to its citizens. It also is in deep economic difficulty. The rate
of growth in the national product has been steadily declining since the fifties and is less than half
of what it was then.

The dimensions of this failure are astounding: a country which employs one-fifth of its population
in agriculture is unable to feed its own people. Were it not for the private sector, the tiny private
sector tolerated in Soviet agriculture, the country might be on the brink of famine. These private
plots occupy a bare 3 percent of the arable land but account for nearly one-quarter of Soviet farm
output and nearly one-third of meat products and vegetables. Over centralized, with little or no
incentives, year after year the Soviet system pours its best resources into the making of
instruments of destruction. The constant shrinkage of economic growth combined with the
growth of military production is putting a heavy strain on the Soviet people. What we see here is
a political structure that no longer corresponds to its economic base, a society where productive
forces are hampered by political ones.



